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CLÁR AN LAE
12:38 Londain / Cill Chainnigh amach ar an bpáirc
12:40 Nua Eabhrac / Warwickshire amach ar an bpáirc
12:41 Oifigigh an chluiche amach ar an bpáirc
12:50 Toss
13:00 Tús an chluiche
13:32 Leath-am
13:42 Tús an dara leath
14:15 Críoch an chluiche
Extra-time if necessary
14:25 Toss & updated teamsheets to referee
14:26 Start of extra-time 1st half
14:37 End of extra-time 1st half
Teams Remain on the pitch
14:42 Start of extra-time 2nd half
14:53 End of extra-time 2nd half
-- If still level, Phase 2 (Penalties) –
14:57 Players registered with the referee & toss
14:58 Penalties
Followed by the presentation of the cup
If the Junior Final goes to extra time (and penalties) the times for
Dublin v Kerry will be adjusted

14:58 Áth Cliath amach ar an bpáirc
15:00 Ciarraí amach ar an bpáirc
15:03 Oifigigh an chluiche amach ar an bpáirc
15:15 Toss
15:21 Parade
15:28 Amhrán na bhFiann
15:30 Tús an chluiche
16:07 Leath-am
16:22 Tús an dara leath
17:00 Críoch an chluiche
Extra-time if necessary
17:10 Toss & updated teamsheets to referee
17:11 Start of extra-time 1st half
17:22 End of extra-time 1st half
Teams remain on the pitch
17:27 Start of extra-time 2nd half
17:38 End of extra-time 2nd half
-- If still level, Phase 2 (Penalties) –
17:42 Players registered with the referee & toss
17:44 Penalties

THE ARTANE BAND
This year the Artane Band celebrates its
150th Anniversary having been formed
in 1872. Over the past 136 years the
band has played an intricate role in
entertaining spectators at GAA matches
since 1886.
The band, affectionately known as
the ‘Jewel In The Crown’ of the Artane
School of Music is formed of both male
and female school students from the
northside of Dublin aged from 12-18
years.
The Artane Band is very much looking
forward to next week’s All-Ireland
Hurling Final in Croke Park on Sunday
17th July as the hurling championship
comes to a close. It is one of the band’s
favourite engagements of the season.
On Tuesday last the 5th July the
Artane Band had a fantastic evening
performing at the JP McManus Pro Am
in Adare Manor. Another great event to
mark their 150th Anniversary.
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TEACHTAIREACHT
ÓN UACHTARÁN
A chairde, tá an-áthas orm fáilte a chur
romhaibh go léir go Páirc an Chrócaigh le
haghaidh Chluiche Ceannais Sóisir Peile na
hÉireann agus do Chluiche Leathcheannais
Sinsir Peile na hÉireann inniu. Sa chluiche
leathcheannais sinsir imreoidh Ciarraí in
aghaidh Átha Cliath agus is cinnte go mbeidh
cluiche iontach eile idir na foirne seo agus iad
ar thóir áite i gCluiche Ceannais na hÉireann.
Ba mhaith liom gach rath a ghuí ar gach duine
atá bainteach leis na foirne idir imreoirí, foirne
bainistíochta agus lucht leanúna.
Inniu ‘Lá Mór Gaeilge Chumann Lúthchleas
Gael’, freisin, agus déanfar ceiliúradh ar an
gceangal nádúrtha atá idir ár gcluichí agus an
Ghaeilge le linn an lae. Bainigí taitneamh as na
rudaí atá beartaithe againn. Úsáidimis ár gcuid
Gaeilge nuair is féidir linn. Labhraimis í agus
mairfidh sí.
Cead míle fáilte to everyone here to Páirc
an Chrócaigh for the second day of our football
festival weekend.
After the success of the Tailteann Cup
football competition and its conclusion
yesterday, today begins with another important
new addition to the calendar with the junior
football championship which brought London,
New York, Warwickshire and Kilkenny into action
in Abbotstown on Friday for the right to be here
today.
Wherever Gaelic Games are played there is
the dream of being able to play in a final at Croke
Park and climb the steps of the Hogan Stand
to lift a cup. I am delighted that this right has
been afforded to these players and wish them an
enjoyable afternoon representing their clubs and
communities.
Later we host Dublin and Kerry – one of the
GAA’s most iconic pairings.
Of the 37 All-Ireland titles that the Kingdom
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have won they reserve a special place for the
successes of 1955, 1975 and 1984 achieved
against their capital city opponents. Those
matches were landmark events for those
generations of football supporters.
The same is most certainly true for the
Dubliners who cherish the victories over the
green and gold in 1976-‘77, 2011 and 2019.
Dublin and Kerry don’t always meet – but
when they do, the colour and drama is at a fever
pitch and matches the quality of football on the
field.
From the start of the year the possibility of
this pairing being realised was ringed in many a
football supporter’s calendar as a date not to be
missed.
It is a long time since the Dubs have held this
much dominance over the Kingdom in the record
books and it sets the scene for what should
be another thrilling entry into their absorbing
history of footballing duels.
At a time when the Association has
announced a major recruitment drive to
encourage new people to sign up for refereeing,
I want to pay tribute to all of those who step
forward for match-official duties at club and
county level. I wish today’s referees Barry
Tiernan and Paddy Neilan the very best and ask
that we all respect their decisions.
I also wish to acknowledge the support of our
sponsorship partners in eir, SuperValu and AIB
for their assistance in promoting the games.
As Uachtarán CLG I receive a steady stream
of mail on various topics. One of the subjects
that I consistently receive correspondence on
is respect for our national anthem, or in the
eyes of many writers, a lack of respect. Many
of the letters complain that our players do not
remain at attention for the duration of the
anthem. The writers suggest that the players

break away before the anthem is finished, and
during its playing players jump up and down,
stretch, adjust helmets etc. The writers often
compare our players, unfavourably, with those
of other team sports whom they suggest show
significantly more respect.
The comparison with other sports may be
unfair. The national anthem is played at each
match in the provincial and All-Ireland series. In
sports, with which writers make comparisons, the
national anthem is played only at international
matches. And it is typically one of two anthems
played.
Representing one’s country in international
competition, as distinct from one’s county in
internal competition, brings a different aura and
expectations.
As a result of these letters, I have been
observing our teams at various matches. I am
convinced that, in many, but not all, cases, the
players react to the roar of the crowd as the
last bars of the anthem are played. When the
guttural roar of the crowd rises the players
take it as a signal to break away and go to their
positions on the field. The crowd initiate the roar
and the players react.
Rather than focusing on the players, the
focus should be on our community behaviour to
address the issue. It should be an expectation, a
community wide expectation, that people wait
until the last note of the anthem has been played
before they move, roar in support of a team or
sit down. If, as a community, we do not show
appropriate respect, by waiting until the last bars
of the anthem have been played, it is difficult to
expect our young men and women to do so. As
amateur players they are very much part of our
community. Our behaviour is their behaviour.
Bainigí ardtaitneamh as cluiche an lae inniu.
Beirigí bua!

Labhras Mac Carthaigh
Uachtarán
Chumann Lúthchleas Gael
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NA RÉITEOIRÍ
EDIT

Is cúis mhór áthais dom fáilte a
chur romhaibh go léir chuig Cluichí
Ceannais Iomána na hÉireann inniu i
bPáirc an Chrócaigh. Ba mhaith liom
fáilte ar leith a chur roimh na foirne –
Gaillimh agus Cill Chainnigh a bheidh
ag imirt i gcraobh na mionúr agus
Cill Chainnigh agus Tiobraid Árann a
bheidh ag imirt sa chraobh shinsir. Tá
an ócáid seo i measc na bpríomhócáidí
spóirt sa tír seo gach bliain agus tá
mé cinnte go dtabharfar taispeántais
dúinn inniu a fhanfaidh i gcuimhne
mhuintir na hÉireann go ceann i bhfad.
Laochra agus gaicígh iad na himreoirí
uilig a rachaidh chun páirce agus
tréaslaím leo uilig as teacht a fhad le
Cluiche Ceannais na hÉireann.
eatu reperibus nonsequi sum
quatet voles dolumet facea plaboratur,
quissi omnis am andem et quae prate
consequam expliae nimusciae qui aute
et officiatem eos rem que porione
volore, cum verio. Itate volorem
ipsapie nimusam, ute sitis sit omnient
ese lanturiam ilic toratur, quatur re
nonsedis doluptati dolo consequiatus
dolupis dollabo reritae dust, solupta
quunt.
Ebit est, officab oreceat omnis mo

BARRY TIERNAN (DUBLIN) Junior Final

Caption u ego Cuperum
tus et periter milium es
nons hosum pul vis.
Oximusus. Opio,
quonsit, se ius conlocae
dienata,

The O’Dwyer’s clubman has experience
of the latter stages of the Junior Football
Championship having taken charge of
semi-finals in 2016 (Mayo v Wexford at
Tullamore) and 2017 (Leitrim v Kerry at
Limerick). Today he becomes the first
Metropolitan to referee a junior final
since Gary McCormack oversaw the
2013 decider between Cork and Kildare.
Tiernan’s last Croke Park assignment
was in February 2019 for Laois v Louth
in the Allianz League. The Dublin official
w a s a s s i g n e d f o u r fi x t u r e s i n t h a t
competition this season, while more
recent matches were in the EirGrid U20
Leinster Championship and an Electric
Ireland All-Ireland minor quarter-final.
PADDY NEILAN (ROSCOMMON)
The St Faithleach’s clubman takes charge of
his first senior All-Ireland semi-final today.
However, championship assignments with
Dublin and Kerry are not new territory for
Neilan, and indeed the Leinster Final was his
most recent outing with the Metropolitans.
Earlier in the year he oversaw Kerry’s Allianz
League tie with Monaghan while Neilan
was also the man with the whistle when
Kerry took on Donegal in the All-Ireland
quarter-final round-robin 2 in 2019. Apart
from the Leinster decider, the Roscommon
ref was also on duty in Ulster (Tyrone v
Derry) and Munster (Tipperary v Limerick),
while the EirGrid U20 Connacht Final
between Sligo and Mayo at Markievicz
Park also forms part of this season’s CV.
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LE JAMIE Ó TUAMA

ÁIT I gCLUICHE CEANNAIS
NA hÉIREANN SPRIOC
DHEIREADH NA SEACHTAINE
Tá an rás le haghaidh Chorn Shomhairle Mhig
Uidhir agus Chraobh na hÉireann 2022 ag géarú.
Níl fágtha sa chomórtas anois ach na foirne a
ghabhfaidh chun páirce an deireadh seachtaine
seo i gCluichí Leathcheannais Peile Sinsir na
hÉireann 2022 – Gaillimh, Doire, Ciarraí agus Áth
Cliath.
Tá Cluichí Leathcheannais Peile na hÉireann
bainte amach ag Doire don chéad uair i mbliana
ó 1998 i leith agus ba in aghaidh a gcéilí
comhraic an deireadh seachtaine seo, Gaillimh,
a bhí siad an lá sin nuair a fuair foireann John
O’Mahony an ceann is fearr ar na hUltaigh ar
scór 0-16 go dtí 1-08 agus iad ar a mbealach
i dtreo Chraobh na hÉireann a bhuachan an
bhliain sin.
Maidir le Gaillimh, tá foireann Phádraic Joyce
imithe a fhad le Cluiche Leathcheannais Peile
na hÉireann don chéad uair ó 2018 i leith nuair

1993; Henry Downey, Doire
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a fuair Áth Cliath an ceann is fearr ar fhoireann
na Gaillimhe, a bhí faoi stiúir Kevin Walsh ag an
am sin, ar scór 1-24 go dtí 2-12.
Gabhfaidh buaiteoirí an chluiche
leathcheannais idir Doire agus Gaillimh ar
aghaidh chuig Cluiche Ceannais Peile na
hÉireann, dar ndóigh. Níor éirigh le Gaillimh an
cluiche ceannais a bhaint amach ó 2001 i leith
nuair a fuair siad an ceann is fearr ar an Mí le
Corn Shomhairle Mhig Uidhir a thabhairt siar
Sionainn – an uair dheireanach d’fhoireann as
Connachta an beart sin a dhéanamh.
Ní raibh Doire i gCluiche Ceannais na
hÉireann ó d’ardaigh Henry Downey Corn
Shomhairle Mhig Uidhir tar éis dóibh an ceann
is fearr a fháil ar Chorcaigh sa bhliain 1993 – an
t-aon uair don chontae Craobh na hÉireann a
bhuachan. Mar sin, beidh deis ag na foirne céim
eile a thógáil le deireadh a chur lena ngorta an

2001; Gary Fahey, Gaillimh

deireadh seachtaine seo agus iad ar thóir na
duaise móire.
D’imir na foirne céanna in aghaidh a chéile
san Abhainn Bheag i Roinn 2 de Shraith Allianz i
mí an Mhárta. Bhí bua compordach ag Gaillimh
ar Dhoire an lá sin nuair a bhuaigh siad ar
scór 4-11 go dtí 0-12. Is cinnte nach mbeidh
ach oiread na fríde idir na foirne an deireadh
seachtaine seo, mar sin féin, agus dul chun cinn
an-mhór déanta ag an dá fhoireann ó shin.
Imreoidh Ciarraí agus Áth Cliath sa chluiche
leathcheannais eile an deireadh seachtaine
seo agus tá lucht leanta na peile ag súil le
géarchoimhlint eile idir na foirne seo. Tá an
dá fhoireann seo san iomaíocht le haghaidh
Chraobh na hÉireann le tamall maith de
bhlianta anuas agus is cinnte go mbeidh siad
dírithe ar an sprioc mhór a bhaint amach arís i
mbliana.
Tá Cluiche Leathcheannais na hÉireann,
bainte amach ag lucht na príomhchathrach
gach bliain ó 2010 i leith. Sin 13 uair ar fad. Le
linn an ama sin, d’éirigh le Ciarraí na cluichí
leathcheannais a bhaint amach gach bliain
seachas 2010, 2012, 2018 agus 2020. Sin naoi
n-uaire ar fad. Insíonn sé sin a scéal féin!
Tá 67 Craobh Uile-Éireann ar fad buaite ag

2020; Stephen Cluxton, Áth Cliath

an dá fhoireann – 37 ag Ciarraí agus 30 ag Áth
Cliath. Beidh an dá fhoireann dírithe go hiomlán
ar chluiche dheireadh na seachtaine a bhuachan
agus tabharfar croí agus anam le Cluiche
Ceannais na hÉireann a bhaint amach. Beidh sé
de mhórsprioc ag Ciarraí don bhliain stop a chur
le sodar Átha Cliath agus an bhearna sin i líon na
gCraobhacha Uile-Éireann a mhéadú. A mhalairt
de sprioc a bheidh ag foireann Dessie Farrell, dar
ndóigh.
Bíonn géariomaíocht i gcónaí ann nuair a
imríonn an dá fhathach seo in aghaidh a chéile
agus tá traidisiúin láidre peile, nó caide, ag an
dá chontae mar is eol do chách. Nuair a chas na
foirne ar a chéile sa tsraith níos túisce sa bhliain
bhí bua compordach ag na Ciarraígh ar a gcéilí
comhraic. Chríochnaigh an cluiche ar scór 1-15
go dtí 0-11. Is féidir a bheith cinnte gur le fonn
agus le fuinneamh a imreofar an cluiche seo inniu
agusnach mbeidh ach fíorbheagán idir na foirne.
Neosfaidh an aimsir cé a bhuafaidh Craobh
Shinsir Peile na hÉireann i mbliana ach beidh idir
scléip, spórt agus spraoi ar an bpáirc imeartha ag
na ceithre fhoireann atá fágtha sa rás agus iad
ar thóir Chorn Shomhairle Mhig Uidhir. Bainimis
ardtaitneamh as cluichí leathcheannais peile
dheireadh na seachtaine…

2014; Kieran O’Leary, Ciarraí
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SENIOR FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP
SCOREBOARD 2022
CONNACHT
Sligo 1-16 0-15 New York
Leitrim 3-12 2-11 London
Galway 1-14 0-16 Mayo
Roscommon 0-23 0-11 Sligo
Galway 4-20 0-9 Leitrim
GALWAY 2-19 2-16 ROSCOMMON
LEINSTER
Louth 5-10 0-10 Carlow
Wicklow 5-15 4-12 Laois
Wexford 1-15 1-12 Offaly
Dublin 1-24 0-4 Wexford
Westmeath 3-13 0-14 Longford
Meath 4-13 1-12 Wicklow
Kildare 2-22 0-12 Louth
Kildare 1-21 2-15 Westmeath
Dublin 1-27 1-14 Meath
DUBLIN 5-17 1-15 KILDARE
MUNSTER
Tipperary 2-13 1-8 Waterford
Limerick* 2-16 1-19 Clare
Kerry 0-23 0-11 Cork
Limerick 2-10 0-10 Tipperary
KERRY 1-28 0-8 LIMERICK
*won on penalties
ULSTER
Tyrone 2-17 2-10 Fermanagh
Cavan 1-20 0-10 Antrim
Donegal 1-16 0-12 Armagh
Monaghan 0-23 2-7 Down
Derry 1-18 0-10 Tyrone
Donegal 2-16 0-16 Cavan
Derry 3-12 0-17 Monaghan
DERRY 1-16 1-14 DONEGAL
ALL-IRELAND QUALIFIERS
Cork 2-12 2-8 Louth
Mayo 1-13 0-12 Monaghan
Clare 1-11 1-9 Meath
Armagh 1-16 1-10 Tyrone
Clare 2-15 1-17 Roscommon
Mayo 2-13 0-14 Kildare
Cork 2-18 1-16 Limerick
Armagh 3-17 0-16 Donegal
ALL-IRELAND QUARTER-FINALS
Derry  5-13 2-8 Clare
Dublin  0-21 0-10 Cork
Galway * 2-21 3-18 Armagh
Kerry  1-18 0-13 Mayo
*won on penalties
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BY COLM KEYS

ALL-IRELAND SEMI-FINALS
HAVE A GREAT HABIT OF
THROWING UP CLASSICS

Above:
Dublin’s
Kevin McManamon,
right, shoots to score
his side’s second goal
against Kerry in the
2013 All-Ireland semifinal.
Opposite page:
John Maughan, Mayo,
in action against
Pat Canavan, left, and
Brian Mullins, Dublin,
in the 1985 All-Ireland
semi-final replay.
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All-Ireland semi-finals have a habit of
producing some of Gaelic football’s
most absorbing games in any season.
Browse through the qualifier era
and any greatest list is sure to have
more than the quota of ‘last four’
games. Quite often in any year, they
will rise above the subsequent final,
last year being the case in point when
Tyrone and Mayo didn’t live up to the
billing of their semi-final wins over
Kerry and Dublin respectively.
Both games went to extra-time
and contained endless twists and turns
and compelling storylines that even
now live longer in the memory more
than anything the final subsequently
produced.
The old adage about semi-finals
being ‘for winning’ doesn’t always

apply here. They routinely produce
more entertainment and expression
too.
As a package 2014 perhaps
eclipses everything else, an end of
August weekend that featured an
epic replay between Kerry and Mayo
in Limerick’s Gaelic Grounds on a
balmy Saturday evening that went to
extra-time, with Donegal’s ‘ambush’
of Dublin in Croke Park the next day.
Even the drawn Kerry/Mayo
game in Croke Park six days earlier
had thrilled, but the replay was one
of the great occasions of recent
times.
Dublin were clear favourites for
a second successive All-Ireland title,
having laid waste to every opponent
that spring and summer but it had

Kerry and Monaghan, had endless talking points.
For many, the 2005 semi-final between Tyrone and
Armagh stands as tall as any other as a contest where every
ball, it seemed, was a battle. Only weeks earlier at the same
venue, the counties had played two spikey Ulster finals. But
when they met again with a place in an All-Ireland final at
stake they produced a classic, Owen Mulligan handing the
ball over to Peter Canavan to take that last-minute free to
win it providing the signature moment.
The 2010 All-Ireland semi-finals package well too,
particularly the drama around Down’s win over Kildare
though the quality of that particular championship has
always been compromised by the failure of all four provincial
winners to make semi-finals.
The common denominator between many of those semifinals already mentioned is of course Dublin and Kerry, the
game’s chief protagonists.
On the basis that they have won more provincial titles
than any other counties, it’s inevitable that they will feature
in more great semi-finals. But when paired together at this
stage of the competition they have rarely disappointed.
On any list of ‘best ever’ Gaelic football matches three
Kerry/Dublin semi-finals are sure to feature, two in the last
10 years alone.
The second-half of their 2016 instalment might well
have drawn the best from Dublin’s five-in-a-row team,
given how they had to come from five points down following
a calamitous end to the first half to win it by two points
without the energy of a goal. They ‘won’ that second half by
0-12 to 0-5, as good as anything they produced.
As precision strikes go Diarmuid Connolly’s angled leftfooted kick after taking a pass on the run from Paul Mannion
was a masterclass in technique and timing to seal it.
a ‘Rumble In The Jungle’ feel to it, as
the Donegal full-back Neil McGee
reflected afterwards, with Dublin
succumbing to the punch they didn’t
see coming.
Dublin and Mayo have produced
a catalogue of great semi-finals
too, most recently in 2015 which
went to a replay but 2012 and 2006
rank right up there on any ‘best’ list.
Both ebbed and flowed before Mayo
progressed, prompting Dublin chief
executive John Costello to wonder,
in his end of season account, how
Dublin always seemed to come out
on the wrong side of these classic
games! How times changed.
Further back, their 1985 semifinal, which also went to a replay as
did the other semi-final between
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Above:
Peter Canavan and
Brian Dooher, Tyrone,
celebrate victory over
Armagh in the 2005
All-Ireland semi-final.
Opposite page:
Pádraic Joyce of Galway
in action against
Kevin McCloy of Derry
in the 2001 All-Ireland
semi-final
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Kerry led by five points too at one
stage in the first half of the 2013 semifinal, Colm Cooper’s glorious pass
to create a James O’Donoghue goal
presenting an early advantage.
Dublin eventually won a six-goal
thriller by 3-18 to 3-11 but with 69
minutes gone Kerry were leading by
one point before Kevin McManamon
popped up with another gamechanging goal. In no way did it justify a
seven-point margin at the end.
For a long time their 1977 semifinal encounter was held up as the
greatest game.
As the years pass, vocal and
written recall carry much greater
weight than the visual evidence
but everything is of its time or, as
renowned broadcaster Mícheál Ó

Muircheartaigh suggested, it “must
be judged in the currency of its
enactment.” Set against the standards
of that era and anything before it, it
stood apart.
Of course Kerry and Dublin have
produced some great All-Ireland finals
too, as recently as 2019. The first half
of the replay was as close to perfection
as you get and by the end of it, five
players had each scored four points
from play as Dublin completed their
fifth All-Ireland title in succession.
Derry and Galway have a little
history of All-Ireland semi-finals
themselves. Derry have been to the
penultimate stages three times since
their All-Ireland title win in 1993
and twice Galway have been their
opponents.

Derry were favourites in ‘98, thanks to the
general perception that they should have added
to their All-Ireland title five years earlier but
circumstances of one kind or another seemed to
trip them up in Ulster year after year.
Their consistency as a team was reflected
in league title wins in 1995 and 1996 but the
departure of Eamonn Coleman in 1994 appeared
to cast a long shadow over Derry football
otherwise.
By ‘98 Dublin’s midfield powerhouse of the
1970s and early ‘80s, Brian Mullins, resident in
Donegal where he was principal in Carndonagh
Community School, was in his third year as
manager but they never came close to justifying
that favouritism as Galway, who had beaten
Mayo in Connacht but struggled in a final and
replay against Roscommon, powered on past
them to win by a comfortable five points.
Some of Derry’s ‘93 team had already moved

on by then but this loss accelerated it.
They were back together three years later
with many new faces but this time the weight of
favouritism was on Galway’s shoulders, having
won the 1998 All-Ireland final and taken Kerry to
a final replay a year earlier.
Derry gave a better account of themselves
and looked likely winners until Matthew Clancy
popped up for a game-changing goal.
Galway won and it won’t be lost on them this
weekend that their only two All-Ireland titles in
the last 66 years have been courtesy of semifinal wins over the Oak Leaf county.
This time, there are no clear favourites with
both negotiating the most competitive provincial
championships. In Derry’s case, beating three
Division 1 teams to win in Ulster ranks right up
there with any provincial championship win.
All to play for then and chances are a classic
in the pipeline between them too.
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SENIOR FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP SEMI-FINALS
2000-2021
2000

2000

Kerry

2-11

2-11

Armagh

Replay

Kerry

2-15

1-15

Armagh

Galway

0-15

2-6

Kildare

2001

Galway

1-14

1-11

Derry

Meath

2-14

0-5

Kerry

Kerry

3-19

2-7

Cork

Armagh

1-14

1-13

Dublin

Tyrone

0-13

0-6

Kerry

Armagh

2-10

1-9

Donegal

2004

Mayo

0-9

0-9

Fermanagh

Replay

Mayo

0-13

1-8

Fermanagh

Kerry

1-17

1-11

Derry

2005

Kerry

1-19

0-9

Cork

Tyrone

1-13

1-12

Armagh

2006

Kerry

0-16

0-10

Cork

Mayo

1-16

2-12

Dublin

2007

Cork

1-16

0-9

Meath

Kerry

1-15

0-16

Dublin

2008

Kerry

1-13

3-7

Cork

Replay

Kerry

3-14

2-13

Cork

Tyrone

0-23

1-14

Wexford

2009

Cork

1-13

0-11

Tyrone

Kerry

2-8

1-7

Meath

2010

Cork

1-15

1-14

Dublin

Down

1-16

1-14

Kildare

Kerry

1-20

1-11

Mayo

Dublin

0-8

0-6

Donegal

Donegal

0-16

1-11

Cork

Mayo

0-19

0-16

Dublin

Mayo

1-16

0-13

Tyrone

Dublin

3-18

3-11

Kerry

2014

Kerry

1-16

1-16

Mayo

Replay

Kerry

3-16

3-13

Mayo

Donegal

3-14

0-17

Dublin

2015

Kerry

0-18

1-11

Tyrone

Dublin

2-12

1-15

Mayo

Replay

Dublin

3-15

1-14

Mayo

2016

Mayo

2-13

0-14

Tipperary

Dublin

0-22

2-14

Kerry

2017

Mayo

2-14

2-14

Kerry

Replay

Mayo

2-16

0-17

Kerry

Dublin

2-17

0-11

Tyrone

2018

Dublin

1-24

2-12

Galway

Tyrone

1-13

0-15

Monaghan

Dublin

3-14

1-10

Mayo

Kerry

1-18

0-18

Tyrone

Dublin

1-24

0-12

Cavan

Mayo

5-20

3-13

Tipperary

Mayo

0-17

0-14

Dublin

Tyrone

3-14

0-22

Kerry

2002
2003

2005
2007

2010

2011
2012
2013

2013

2021

2019
2020
2021

2004

2006

2008

2012

2016

2021
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BY SEÁN MORAN

THE PENULTIMATE
RETURN OF
NORTH AND WEST
Below:
Declan O’Reilly,
Fermanagh, in action
against Austin O’Malley,
Mayo, in the 2004
All-Ireland semi-final
replay.
Opposite page:
Gary Coleman of
Derry shoots past
Galway goalkeeper
Martin McNamara to
score a goal from a
penalty in the 1998
All-Ireland semi-final.
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Its impact has been diluted by the
complications of the qualifier system
and quarter-final round-robins and
their effect on the traditional rotation
of All-Ireland semi-finals but this
weekend’s All-Ireland semi-final
between Derry and Galway has double
significance.
Obviously in the immediate
frame, the match features two relative
newcomers to the last four, both with
exciting prospects and neither of

whom have won the All-Ireland in the
past 20 years.
But for years, this meeting of
Ulster and Connacht champions in the
last four of the championship offered
the only realistic opportunity for either
province to feature in an All-Ireland
final.
The qualifier system, introduced
in 2001 replaced the ritual of four
provincial champions lining up at
semi-final stage to play each other in

strict rotation with Connacht and Ulster coming
together like any other pairing every three years.
The past two years of the pandemic briefly
revived that format, as there were no All-Ireland
qualifiers but as luck would have it, neither
championship brought together the Connacht
and Ulster champions in the semi-finals although
last September’s final featured two counties,
Mayo and Tyrone from the provinces.
That was only the second such All-Ireland in
72 years, after Donegal-Mayo in 2012.
What is remarkable about Ulster-Connacht
semi-finals this century is how few there have
been, just three. The screening effects of the
qualifiers have meant that provincial champions
were always in danger of being supplanted in the
championship at the quarter-final stage.
Bizarrely, this weekend is the first meeting
of Connacht and Ulster champions at this stage
since 1998, 24 years ago when coincidentally
Galway met Derry.
The counties were also in opposition in
2001 but both had defeated their own provincial

champions, Tyrone and Roscommon in the
quarter-finals. There would be two further
semi-finals featuring the provinces: 2004
when Fermanagh lost their first ever All-Ireland
semi-final to Mayo after a replay and nine
years later when Mayo beat Tyrone.
Both Fermanagh and Tyrone had – again
coincidentally – defeated then Ulster title
holders, Armagh and Monaghan.
Fate conspired energetically to interfere
with Connacht-Ulster All-Ireland semi-finals.
We’ve already seen that two years of old school
knockout championship failed to bring them
together but when the year arrived in rotation,
the champions from the two provinces could
never win their quarter-finals in the same year.
Those results included historical curiosities
such as Tipperary beating Galway in 2016 and
Mayo defeating Tyrone.
All in all, since the advent of the
qualifiers, Ulster champions have been
knocked out in the quarter-final an
extraordinary 11 times – or 50 per cent – and
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Right:
A view of Croke Park
during the 2001
All-Ireland semi-final
match between Galway
and Derry.
Opposite page:
Mick O’Connell of
Kerry, centre, in action
against Seán O’Neill,
left, and John Purdy of
Down during the 1968
All-Ireland final.
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on six occasions by another northern
county.
Connacht champions have lost
nearly as many, 10 whereas the figures
for Munster and Leinster are just
six apiece, shedding some light on
why this weekend’s other semi-final,
Dublin-Kerry, has been relatively
unaffected by the changed formats.
Any time that the two counties
won their province this century, they
met in the semi-finals as scheduled
every three years – allowing for the
distorting effect of the round-robins
three years ago when they met in the
final instead.
The advent of the round-robin
quarter-finals meant that there was no
way of rotating the counties, as semifinalists were determined by placings
in the table and crossover fixtures,
making it impossible to preordain a
meeting of provincial representatives.
Since 1990, Ulster have been
neck-and-neck with the Dublinfuelled roll of honour in Leinster with
10 Sam Maguire’s compared to 11.
In that context it can be hard to
recall the times that the provinces
made no impact on the national stage.
Go back 54 years to this summer
in 1968. Two evenly contested semifinals saw two-point wins for Down,
over Galway, and Kerry, pushed by
Longford on that county’s only run as
Leinster champions.
Fittingly for the county that
had been regarded as the decade’s
innovators, Down added an AllIreland and maintained the unbeaten
championship record against Kerry
(which was extended as recently as
three years ago).
The significance of that year
and those results was that it marked
the last time for 23 long years that a
county from Connacht or Ulster would
take home the Sam Maguire.
Emphasising that decline into
a two-category championship was
the further stark statistic that during
that period of over two decades, an
Ulster or Connacht county defeated
a Munster or Leinster opponent in

championship just once – Galway’s
narrow victory over All-Ireland
champions Offaly in the 1973 semifinal.
It was an extraordinarily fallow
period even allowing for the fact that
Connacht and Ulster were far later
arriving at football’s top table with
just three All-Irelands up to the GAA’s
golden jubilee in 1934. The prolonged
lack of success also obscured the fact
of how competitive teams from the
west and north had been up until the
late 1960s.
The first All-Ireland win for
either province was Galway’s in 1925.
This was notable for more than the
breakthrough, as it was the last title to
be handed out in the committee room
after a long-running and impenetrable
sequence of objections, awards and
withdrawals.
But from that year all the way until
1968, the representatives of Ulster
and Connacht broke more or less even
in the championship with 19 AllIrelands in 44 seasons.
So, what happened after 1968?
There’s an obvious synchrony in Ulster

with The Troubles, which made life exceptionally
difficult for the GAA in the province.
Furthermore, the province was exceptionally
competitive during that era with few counties
acquiring the necessary big-day experience on a
consistent basis and becoming more and more
content with the provincial title.
There was symmetry in Down closing the
23-year gap in 1991 and their fourth AllIreland triggered a stampede of Ulster counties
following in their wake. Within 12 years, four
other counties from the province had won a first
All-Ireland title: Donegal, Derry, Armagh and
Tyrone.
Connacht followed in 1998 with Galway’s
first in 32 years but the western province has
lagged behind the northern in the years since,
two titles against 10.
So, the Connacht and Ulster champions are
back this afternoon, for the first time in nearly a
quarter of a century – title underdogs certainly
given the pairing in the other semi-final but
by no means rank outsiders after impressive
quarter-finals successes.
Nor are the prospects historically poor. The
winners of this semi-final over the years – and
remember the 1968-91 duopoly, seven straight
wins, of Leinster and Munster – since Galway
became the first county from either Connacht

or Ulster to win the All-Ireland, have lifted Sam
Maguire on 10 occasions out of 25.
Galway have particularly good reason to
remember their previous semi-finals against
Derry because in each of those years, 1998 and
2001, they won the All-Ireland.
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SEMI-FINAL TOP SCORERS 2000-2021

2000

OISÍN McCONVILLE (ARMAGH)

1-9*

v Kerry

2001

PÁDRAIC JOYCE (GALWAY)

0-5

v Derry

2002

MIKE FRANK RUSSELL (KERRY)

1-6

v Cork

2003

OISÍN McCONVILLE (ARMAGH)

1-5

v Donegal

2004

COLM COOPER (KERRY)

0-6

v Derry

2004

PADDY BRADLEY (DERRY)

0-6

v Kerry

2005

STEPHEN O’NEILL (TYRONE)

1-4

v Armagh

2006

MIKE FRANK RUSSELL (KERRY)

0-6

v Cork

2006

CONAL KEANEY (DUBLIN)

1-3

v Mayo

2007

DONNCHA O’CONNOR (CORK)

0-7

v Meath

2008

COLM COOPER (KERRY)

1-8

v Cork

2009

CIAN WARD (MEATH)

1-4

v Kerry

2010

BERNARD BROGAN (DUBLIN)

1-7

v Cork

2011

COLM COOPER (KERRY)

1-7

v Mayo

2012

CILLIAN O’CONNOR (MAYO)

0-7 v

Dublin

2013

JAMES O’DONOGHUE (KERRY)

2-3

v Dublin

2014

JAMES O’DONOGHUE (KERRY)

2-6*

v Mayo

2015

CILLIAN O’CONNOR (MAYO)

1-9

v Dublin

2016

DEAN ROCK (DUBLIN)

0-12

v Kerry

2017

PAUL GEANEY (KERRY)

0-10

v Mayo

2018

SHANE WALSH (GALWAY)

1-5

v Dublin

2019

CATHAL McSHANE (TYRONE)

0-7

v Monaghan

2020

CILLIAN O’CONNOR (MAYO)

4-9

v Tipperary

2021

DAVID CLIFFORD (KERRY)

0-8*

v Tyrone

2021

SEÁN O’SHEA (KERRY)

0-8*

v Tyrone

Oisín McConville,
Armagh

Pádraic Joyce,
Galway

Conal Keaney,
Dublin

Colm Cooper,
Kerry

*extra-time

23

BY JOHNNY WARD

WHAT HAPPENS
NEXT?
Galway in action
against Armagh in
the GAA Football
All-Ireland Senior
Championship
Quarter-Final.
Opposite page:
Shane McGuigan of
Derry celebrates after
scoring his side’s fifth
goal against Clare
in the GAA Football
All-Ireland Senior
Championship
Quarter-Final.
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Two Sundays back, the final whistle
for more than the Kerry defeat itself
long gone, Lee Keegan and Kevin
McLoughlin had the whole of the
Croke Park pitch to themselves –
almost.
A Mayo team that defined itself as
one of the most consistent operators
at the top level in the modern history
of Gaelic football had exited the
championship in little more than a
whimper. History is written by the
winners and Mayo’s quest for Sam
Maguire remains an ongoing story
but it has endeared them to neutrals
across the island.
For context, Mayo’s last All-Ireland
at senior level was celebrated just
a few months after the Mother and
Child Scheme brought down the
government in the Republic. And in
the relative silence of an empty Croker
a fortnight ago, the children of Keegan
and McLoughlin were carried around
this hallowed ground by their fathers,
creating memories and perhaps
ambitions that may well be realised in
years to come.
Forget not the boys of the heather
– who rallied their bravest and best.
This year is gone but Mayo have not
given up. They will rise again.
James Horan then said goodbye
– perhaps the last goodbye.
Last weekend, Keegan posted a
photograph of the pair shaking
hands, mutual warmth more glaring
than Keegan’s sweat-worn Kerry
jersey turned inside out courtesy of
one David Moran. Predictably, many
interpreted the Instagram post as an
admission that Keegan’s own days

with the green and red may be over.
Moran, too, has had his fair
share of hardship – with ample
success on that road too. The sight of
McLoughlin, Keegan and their children
on the pitch at or towards the ends
of their careers illustrated that most
footballers can only dream of playing
in Croke Park; that Mayo came up
short again, while one of Derry and
Galway will be in this year’s decider,
shows that the game can be cruel.
Even those who scoff at the
perceived deity of tradition will
confess it feels a little strange to have
watched a hurling and football
semi-final within the space of
a week in early July. But that
same sceptic will cherish the
beauty and anomaly of the
provincial winners being
the remaining quartet in
this utterly captivating
battle for Sam of 2022.
Your writer extolled the
double header in the match
programme for the quarters
here a fortnight ago – but
was also left wondering after
the Armagh-Galway game.
The whole thing, gate to
wire, took around three hours
– and it is true that many
fans not only of Armagh but
of Galway no longer had it in
them to stay for the second
game!
Their nerves were
shot. The novelty of the
penalties is certainly not for everyone
– deciding a game like that will always
involve a level of cruelty – but, as a
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Above: David Clifford
of Kerry scores a
goal against Mayo
in the GAA Football
All-Ireland Senior
Championship
Quarter-Final.
Opposite page:
Brian Fenton of Dublin
punches the ball away
from Colm O’Callaghan
of Cork as Ian Maguire
looks on in the GAA
Football All-Ireland
Senior Championship
Quarter-Final.
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Galway fan, it was easy to think not of
John Charles McQuaid and the Mother
and Child Scheme but of another
iconic figure in the history of the
country, one Charles J Haughey.
Charlie loved little more than
watching and cheering on the Dubs
in Croker – or Derry, or Mayo, or even
Kerry, given he owned a part of it. He
knew good days and hardship too.
The Irish Times’ recent GUBU
podcast buzzed around the head of
your writer as the Galway-Armagh
game developed. In the standards of
Gaelic football, it was from a Galway
perspective indeed grotesque,
unprecedented, bizarre and
unbelievable. How could they cough
up three goals at the same end of the
ground in such a short time-frame?
But they lived to tell the tale –
and little else matters. Less than 24
hours earlier, a Derry roar not heard
in Croker for the guts of a quarter

of a century illustrated that Rory
Gallagher has done something special
that doesn’t involve being the 57th
greatest guitarist of all time according
to the Rolling Stone magazine.
Today’s Rory has turned
downtrodden Derry into a team few if
anyone would fancy playing. They are
defiant, curiously full of confidence
and amazingly adept at what soccer
folk will call transition – routing a rival
on the attack before he even realises
he is defending.
Gallagher will not disagree
that he has been a key figure in the
architecture of the evolution of Gaelic
football which, for over a decade, has
seen teams defend in numbers and
throw the idea of designated positions
on a pitch out the window, perhaps
forever.
What we have now – slower buildup, keeping possession and being
especially specific about what key pass

On that, it seems, Dublin’s hopes may hinge. At times in
the first half against a Cork team they would soon master,
Dublin looked pretty open defensively – and it is hard to see
how they will get away with that against Kerry.
For Jack O’Connor’s men, the Mayo match was perfect
in many ways, as they came in a little rusty and were clearly
not at their best all over the pitch but they still won and
winning makes you believe.
Galway haven’t won a handful of games in Croker since
their All-Ireland success in 2001 and a lot of Derry fans
today will probably be visiting Dublin for the first time.
Then you’ve Kerry and Dublin, which seems a battle
more timeless than the music of the waves as they crash
against the cliffs below in Inis Mhic Aoibhleáin.
Lord knows what will happen next.

to make – is the modern game. It, too,
is evolving. And evolution tends to be
another word for progress.
Since that modern game was born,
it is hard to pick a more thrilling one
than Galway’s against Armagh. The
Tribesmen’s shooting accuracy was
staggering at times – even the great
McGuinness was compelled to call
them contenders last weekend.
Kerry have seemed contenders
since David Clifford became a senior
footballer and they have pretty much
been favourites for this year’s AllIreland all season. Dublin’s relative
collapse against Mayo last year
made many believe that some of the
Metropolitans have simply gone to the
well too often.
Clifford seemed to play through
the pain barrier against Mayo but still
sprinted like a cheetah for his major.
Will Con O’Callaghan be ready for the
Kingdom today?
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PATH TO THE SEMI-FINAL - DUBLIN

April 30, Chadwicks Wexford Park

DUBLIN 1-24 WEXFORD 0-4
Scorers: Con O’Callaghan 1-6, Brian Fenton 0-5, Dean Rock 0-5, Brian Howard
0-2, Cormac Costello 0-2, John Small 0-1, Tom Lahiff 0-1, Ciarán Kilkenny 0-1,
Lorcan O’Dell 0-1.
May 15, Croke Park

DUBLIN 1-27 MEATH 1-14
Scorers: Dean Rock 1-8, Ciarán Kilkenny 0-5, Cormac Costello 0-3,
James McCarthy 0-2, Tom Lahiff 0-2, Lorcan O’Dell 0-2, Con O’Callaghan 0-2,
Brian Howard 0-1, Seán Bugler 0-1, Paddy Small 0-1.
May 28, Croke Park

DUBLIN 5-17 KILDARE 1-15
Scorers: Con O’Callaghan 1-5, Cormac Costello 2-1, Dean Rock 0-4,
Brian Fenton 0-3, John Small 1-0, Ciarán Kilkenny 1-0, Lee Gannon 0-2,
Niall Scully 0-1, Aaron Byrne 0-1.
June 25, Croke Park

DUBLIN 0-21 CORK 0-10
Scorers: Dean Rock 0-9, Ciarán Kilkenny 0-3, Brian Fenton 0-2, Lee Gannon
0-2, Cormac Costello 0-1, Seán Bugler 0-1, Paddy Small 0-1, Tom Lahiff 0-1,
Aaron Byrne 0-1.

TOTAL SCORED 7-89 (110)
TOTAL CONCEDED 2-43 (49)
Scorers: Dean Rock 1-26, Con O’Callaghan 2-13, Cormac Costello 2-7,
Ciarán Kilkenny 1-9, Brian Fenton 0-10, Tom Lahiff 0-4, Lee Gannon 0-4,
John Small 1-1, Brian Howard 0-3, Lorcan O’Dell 0-3, James McCarthy 0-2,
Seán Bugler 0-2, Paddy Small 0-2, Aaron Byrne 0-2, Niall Scully 0-1.
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HOW HAS HE RATED SO FAR IN THE CHAMPIONSHIP?
Solid and consistent as always. The Na Fianna man
remains as fast, feisty and competitive as he always
has been. A slick footballer who has been operating
as a man-marker and a plus-one, Cooper remains the
type of player publicly decried by rival supporters who
privately wish he was on their team.
HIGHLIGHT OF THE SEASON SO FAR?
In the first half against Cork, Cooper was playing as
a plus-one but he was often too deep and the Cork
full-forward line was doing a lot of damage with the
amount of ball going in. Cooper though, readjusted
and repeatedly began to cut down that space and
scoring opportunities, making a number of brilliant
plays and blocks. Was chosen as the man-of-thematch.
BACKGROUND TO HIS DEBUT?
Cooper captained the Dublin U21s to the 2010 AllIreland title before making his senior league debut
against Armagh in the 2012 league when coming off
the bench to score two points from play. Cooper made
his championship debut off the bench against Louth
that summer. After making his championship debut in
2012, Cooper didn’t make the squad of 26 again for
the rest of the championship.
CAREER HIGHLIGHT
Cooper is one of only a handful of players to have
featured in all of Dublin’s finals during their six-ina-row crusade, but the five-in-a-row success was a
particular highlight because of the redemption and
opportunity it offered Cooper after being sent off in
the drawn game against Kerry. “I owe a lot to the lads
for giving me a second shot at it,” Cooper said after
that 2019 replay.
CLUB BACKGROUND
A brilliant young dual player with Na Fianna, Cooper
played on the Dublin Colleges team which won the
2006 All-Ireland colleges title before winning a
Leinster minor hurling title in 2007. Focussed more
on football as he established himself with Dublin but
Cooper has always been a huge servant of Na Fianna.
When the side contested last year’s Dublin senior
hurling final for the first time, Cooper was part of the
backroom as a performance coach.
MOST DIFFICULT TIME IN HIS CAREER
In 2014 Cooper was the victim of a frenzied and
unprovoked attack and robbery after a night out. He
was later treated in hospital for multiple stab wounds
around his head. Cooper once said he was initially
embarrassed by the episode but then resolved to take
a positive from it, which he clearly did.
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Áth Cliath

OFFICIAL
SPONSORS

Éibhín Mac Cumascaigh

1

EVAN COMERFORD
Ballymun Kickhams

Eoin Ó Murcháin

2

Mícheál Mac Síomóin

EOIN MURCHAN

5

3

LEE GANNON

Cuala

Whitehall Colmcille

Seán Ó Caoilte

Seán Ó Cúipéir

Seán Bugler

6

SEÁN BUGLER

Na Fianna

St Oliver Plunkett’s/Eoghan Ruadh

Brian Ó Fiannachta

8

7

JONNY COOPER

Ballymun Kickhams

BRIAN FENTON

Tomás Lahiff

9

Raheny

NIALL SCULLY

TOM LAHIFF
St Jude’s

Néil Ó Scolaí

13

4

MICHAEL FITZSIMONS

Na Fianna

JOHN SMALL

10

Lí Ó Gionnáin

Brian Ó hÍomhair

11

BRIAN HOWARD

Ciarán Mac Giolla Chainnigh

12

CIARÁN KILKENNY

Templeogue Synge Street

Raheny

Castleknock

Cormac Mac Coisdealbha

Dean Mac Concharraige

Pádraig Ó Caoilte

CORMAC COSTELLO
Whitehall Colmcille

14

DEAN ROCK
Ballymun Kickhams

15

PADDY SMALL
Ballymun Kickhams

ÁTH CLIATH
ROGHNÓIRÍ - Deasún Ó Fearail (Bainisteoir), Darren Ó Dálaigh, Micheál Ó Gealbháin, Seán Ó hAnluain, Brian Ó Riagáin

FIR IONAID
16. Daibhéid Ó hAnluain

DAVID O’HANLON
Na Fianna
17. Riain Basquel

RYAN BASQUEL
Ballyboden St Enda’s
18. Aaron Ó Broin

19. Daibhéid Ó Broin

DAVID BYRNE
Naomh Olaf
20. Seán Mac Mathúna

SEÁN McMAHON
Raheny
21. Séamus Mac Cárthaigh

JAMES McCARTHY
Ballymun Kickhams
22. Ros Mag Fhearaigh

23. Aindriú Mac Gabhann

ANDREW McGOWAN
Kilmacud Crokes
24. Cian Ó Murchú

CIAN MURPHY
Thomas Davis
25. Lorcán Ó Dell

LORCAN O’DELL
Templeogue Synge Street
26. Eoghan Ó Domhnaill

AARON BYRNE

ROSS McGARRY

EOGHAN O’DONNELL

Na Fianna

Ballyboden St Enda’s

Whitehall Colmcille

OFFICIAL
SPONSORS
OFFICIAL
SPONSORS

OFFICIAL
SPONSORS

Seán Ó Riain

1

SHANE RYAN
Rath Mhór

Graeme Ó Súilleabháin

2

5

GRAHAM O’SULLIVAN

Iasán Ó Foghlú

3

TOM O’SULLIVAN

Baile Uí Donnachu

Daingean Uí Chuis

Briain Ó Beaglaíoch

Tadhg Ó Muraile

Gabhín de Faoite

BRIAN Ó BEAGLAÍOCH

6

TADHG MORLEY

7

GAVIN WHITE

Teampall Nua

Dr. Crócaigh

Daithí Ó Moráin

8

Diarmuid Ó Conchúir

9

DAVID MORAN
Ceirin Ó Raithille

Dara Ó Muineacháin

13

4

JASON FOLEY

Piarsaigh na Dromoda

An Ghaeltacht

10

Tomás Ó Súilleabháin

DARA MOYNIHAN

DIARMUID O’CONNOR
Na Gaeil

Seán Ó Sé (C.)

11

SEÁN O’SHEA

Stiofán Ó Briain

12

STEPHEN O’BRIEN

Spa Cill Airne

An Neidin

An Neidin

PÁdraig Ó Clumhain

DaithÍ Ó Clumhain

Pól Ó Geibheannaigh

PAUDIE CLIFFORD
Fosadh

14

DAVID CLIFFORD
Fosadh

15

PAUL GEANEY
Daingean Uí Chuis

CIARRAÍ
ROGHNÓIRÍ - Jack O’Connor (Bainisteoir), Diarmuid Murphy, Micheál Quirke

16. Seán Ó Murchú

SHANE MURPHY
Dr. Crócaigh
17. Antóin Ó Brosnacháin

TONY BROSNAN
Dr. Crócaigh
18. Cillian Ó Spealáin

KILLIAN SPILLANE
Teampall Nua
19. Pól Ó Murchu

20. Micheál Ó Braoin

MICHEÁL BURNS

FIR IONAID

Dr. Crócaigh
21. Seosamh Ó Conchúir

JOE O’CONNOR

24. Seaic Ó Se

JACK O’SHEA
Aibhistin de Staic

Aibhistin de Staic
22. Seaic Sabhaois

25. Seaic de Barra

JACK SAVAGE

JACK BARRY

Ceirin Ó Raithille
23. Gabhin Ó Crualaíoch

Na Gaeil
26. Adrian Ó Spealáin

PAUL MURPHY

GAVIN CROWLEY

ADRIAN SPILLANE

Rath Mhór

Teampall Nua

Templenoe

OFFICIAL
SPONSORS
OFFICIAL
SPONSORS

Ciarraí
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HOW HAS HE RATED SO FAR IN THE CHAMPIONSHIP?
The long-serving midfielder missed the league through
injury and arrived off the bench in the 50th minute against
Cork and 51st minute versus Limerick in Munster before
starting against Mayo. Given his age, legacy of injuries
and mileage on the clock, Jack O’Connor may have been
looking to keep Moran fresh for the big games in Croke
Park.
HIGHLIGHT OF THE SEASON SO FAR
Moran was exceptional in the All-Ireland quarter-final
against Mayo. It looked like Jack O’Connor didn’t see
Moran as a 70-minute player but he played the whole
game and was the best midfielder on show. Moran further
embellished his comeback performance with two excellent
points from play. The range and scope of Moran’s kicking
and long-passing game also gives Kerry so many different
options.
BACKGROUND TO HIS DEBUT
A key player on the Kerry U21 team which won the 2008
All-Ireland title. With just four minutes remaining in
that year’s All-Ireland senior semi-final replay against
Cork, Moran was sent on as a substitute, pitched into a
Kerry midfield that was being cleaned out in Cork’s late
resurgence. Moran was outstanding. In that moment,
Moran looked the immediate heir
apparent to Darragh Ó Sé.
CLUB BACKGROUND  
Son of Kerry legend, Denis Ógie Moran who won eight
All-Ireland medals, the younger Moran offered the perfect
crystallisation of Kerry’s family dynasty and anticipated
footballing destiny. Played on the Kerins O’Rahillys team
in 2008 which lost Kerry and Munster club finals. When
the club returned to the final last year, they were narrowly
defeated by Austin Stacks.

CAREER HIGHLIGHT
In the 2014 All-Ireland semi-final replay against Mayo,
Moran bestrode that match like a giant. By the end of
the game, he had clocked 47 possessions. The most
possessions of any Mayo player was 19 but Moran had 22
possessions alone in the first half. He won nine kickouts in
total. It was a display for the ages. “It was a phenomenal
performance,” said Jack O’Shea afterwards. “It was almost
midfield exhibition stuff.”

DAVID
N
MORA

MOST DIFFICULT TIME IN HIS CAREER
His catalogue of injuries were so consistent and so
severe that Moran endured a hellish three seasons, not
featuring in a Kerry jersey from April 2011 to August
2013. He suffered his first cruciate knee ligament injury
against Monaghan in the 2011 league. Ten months later,
he was training with O’Rahillys when he tore the cruciate
a second time. Another season over. When he made his
comeback again in 2013, he had a shoulder problem.
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PATH TO THE SEMI-FINAL - KERRY

May 7, Páirc Uí Rinn

KERRY 0-23 CORK 0-11
Scorers: Seán O’Shea 0-10, David Clifford 0-4, Stephen O’Brien 0-2,
Paudie Clifford 0-2, Paul Geaney 0-2, Diarmuid O’Connor 0-1, Tony Brosnan
0-1, Micheál Burns 0-1.
May 28, Fitzgerald Stadium

KERRY 1-28 LIMERICK 0-8
Scorers: Seán O’Shea 0-6, Killian Spillane 1-3, Paul Geaney 0-4, Tony Brosnan
0-3, Tom O’Sullivan 0-3, Micheál Burns 0-2, Brian Ó Beaglaoich 0-2,
Paudie Clifford 0-2, Gavin White 0-1, Adrian Spillane 0-1, Stephen O’Brien 0-1.
June 26, Croke Park

KERRY 1-18 MAYO 0-13
Scorers: David Clifford 1-3, Paul Geaney 0-4, Tom O’Sullivan 0-3, Seán O’Shea
0-3, David Moran 0-2, Graham O’Sullivan 0-1, Gavin White 0-1, Killian Spillane
0-1.

TOTAL SCORED 2-69 (75)
TOTAL CONCEDED 0-32
Scorers: Seán O’Shea 0-19, Paul Geaney 0-10, David Clifford 1-7, Killian Spillane
1-4, Tom O’Sullivan 0-6, Paudie Clifford 0-4, Tony Brosnan 0-4, Micheál Burns
0-3, Stephen O’Brien 0-3, Brian Ó Beaglaoich 0-2, Gavin White 0-2, David Moran
0-2, Diarmuid O’Connor 0-1, Adrian Spillane 0-1, Graham O’Sullivan 0-1.
Extra Kerry panel members not included on the teamsheet:
Donal O’Sullivan, Stefan Okunbor, Darragh Roche, Cian Gammell, Greg Horan, Dan
O’Donoghue, Éanna Ó Conchúir, Mike Breen, Pa Warren, Dylan Casey
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BY JOHN HARRINGTON

A NEW ERA OF
TOTAL FOOTBALL
Every sport evolves over time, but it
definitely feels like Gaelic football’s
evolution has gathered pace in the last
five years.
Winning possession is the first
objective in every ball sport, and the
best teams now are going about this in
a more ambitious way than they did in
the past.
Colm O’Callaghan of
Cork comes under
pressure from Dublin
players, left to right,
John Small, Lee Gannon,
Brian Howard, and
Jonny Cooper in this
year’s All-Ireland
quarter-final
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Condensing your own half of the
field to make your team hard to break
down and forcing turnovers there
will always be a big part of the game,
but the payoff is so much greater if
you can win that ball back in your
opponent’s half because it often
immediately leads to a scoring chance.
Emboldened by the rule change

that prevents a defender passing a kickout back
to a goalkeeper, teams are now aggressively
pushing high on opposition kickouts.
We’re also seeing teams employ zonal
presses higher up the pitch and middle-third
presses that can quickly revert to the more
familiar low-block press around the scoring ‘D’ if
the opposition evade the first blitz of tacklers.
There’s a huge focus now on the training field
on not just on an individual’s tackle technique,
but how you implement a tackling game-plan as
a team.
“Unquestionably teams are setting traps,”
says former Carlow and Roscommon coach,
Steven Poacher.
“You need smart and effective tacklers in
your forwards and a team like Dublin especially
are very good at what I call channelling.
“What they’re doing is they’re using the
sideline as an extra defender. The forward is

nearly channelling the defender towards the
sideline and then double-teaming them there or
coming around the back of them. They’re setting
a trap that means more or less trying to force a
defender into a certain area.
“Then you’ve got your pressing targets such
as a loose pass or a high solo or a misplaced
bounce that you really go hard after.
“Tackling is so important because in Gaelic
football there are two main sources of scores
–turnovers and retaining possession from your
own kickout.
“Over 60 per cent of scores come from
turnovers. That includes turnover ball, opposition
kickouts, and missed shots by the opposition.
“If you look at Derry this year, nearly 70 per
cent of their scores in the Allianz League came
from turnovers. It’s a huge area for them. To
force a turnover you obviously need effective
tackling.
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“If you’re ineffective at tackling,
then you won’t turn much ball over.
What you’re relying then on is the
opposition making a mistake. But
if you’re forcing mistakes on the
opposition then the game becomes so
much easier for you.
“Communication is a massive part
of tackling, it’s about sensing that
double-up, that swarm tackle. Galway
have become much more effective at
this and John Divilly deserves a lot of
the credit. There’s now a real edge to
Galway’s tackling you wouldn’t have
previously associated with them.
“The teams that tackle the most
and work the hardest are normally
the ones at the business end of the
championship.”
An effective high press doesn’t
just require good communication
and tackle technique, it also takes a
serious amount of energy.
Not only do you have to be fit
enough to make that initial press, if it
doesn’t lead to a turnover you have to
have the legs to get back behind the
ball and put the squeeze on again in a
deeper area of the pitch.
Attacking and defending as a unit
is the common goal of every team,
but to do it effectively for 70 plus
minutes requires supreme physical

Conor Glass of Derry
on the counter-attack
as Jack McCarron of
Monaghan tries to halt
his progress in the
Ulster GAA Football
Senior Championship
semi-final

conditioning, which is why Dublin,
Kerry, Galway, and Derry have made
it to the last four of the All-Ireland
Championship.
Not only are they tactically savvy,
they have the legs and lungs to
implement those tactics from first
whistle until last.
“The transition from defence
to attack and attack to defence is a
mindset,” says Poacher.
“It’s speed of thought, speed of
play, speed of decision-making. You
can make those decisions when you’re
physically conditioned and you’re in
good shape.
“The speed of thought and
speed of play and speed of decisionmaking drop when you get tired. If
you can sustain all of those elements
consistently over a period of 70 or 80
minutes or however long the game
lasts, it’s a massive benefit to you.
“Derry’s Shane McGuigan was
talking last weekend about how when
they lose the ball everyone defends
and when they win it everyone attacks.
That’s not rocket-science, it’s always
been the way.
“When you win the ball, you try to
make the Gaelic football field as big as
possible. And when you lose it you try
to make it as small as possible. That’s
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the mantra I always go by.
“By that I mean getting height
and depth and width to your attack.
Having mobility all over the field so
you can hurt teams. And when you’re
defending getting numbers behind the
ball and being compact and difficult to
break down.
“That’s what all the best teams do.
The Dublin team that won six-in-arow was the best coached team ever.
Everything was done to percentages.
People would say Dublin weren’t
defensive, but they were easily the
most defensive team in the country.
“What separated them was that
they had that pace and athleticism to
transition from defence to attack and
get forward and get high and deep,
much like what Derry are doing this
year.”
All four All-Ireland semi-finalists
attack and defend with numbers, but
within this over-arching philosophy
Poacher sees some subtle tactical
differences.
“Dublin are using an old John
Morrison tactic which John, the Lord
rest him, would call ‘The Nut’,” says
Poacher.
“What the ‘The Nut’ represented
was ‘Note Your Timing’. He described
it as three inside forwards nutted
together really tight in the six-yard box
and they break from there.

“Dublin have done that this
year and it was especially effective
against Kildare in in the Leinster
Final. The key to ‘The Nut’ for Dublin
is Con O’Callaghan because he gives
them that tremendous out-ball and
athleticism that draws defenders to
him and creates opportunities for
others.
“Derry are doing it in a slightly
different way. They’re getting a very
high platform in their attack by doing
what you’d call, ‘following your runout’.
“It’s a very hard thing to install
in a team because quite often you’ll
see defenders make a run into the
opposition 45 but stop there and clog
the space. What Derry have done very
effectively is that they continue their
runs and are getting so many numbers
high and deep that it’s very hard to
defend against.”
‘Total Gaelic Football’ is
effectively what the best teams now
aspire to play. Defenders must be as
comfortable attacking as they are
defending, and forwards must be
as comfortable tackling as they are
shooting.
There’s a very good chance the
teams that score the most in this
weekend’s All-Ireland semi-finals
will also be the ones that force most
turnovers in the opposition’s half.

Con O’Callaghan of
Dublin gets past
Mick O’Grady of Kildare
during the Leinster
GAA Football Senior
Championship Final
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DUBLIN V KERRY MEETINGS
PLAYED
KERRY WINS
DUBLIN WINS
DRAWS

31 (11)
17 (6)
11 (4)
3 (1)

*figures in brackets are semi-finals

1977; Seán Walsh, Kerry, in action
against Brian Mullins

1892

Dublin

1-4

0-3

Kerry

1904

Kerry

0-5

0-2

Dublin

1908

Dublin

0-10

0-3

Kerry

1923

Dublin

1-5

1-3

Kerry

1924

Kerry

0-4

0-3

Dublin

1932

Kerry

1-3

1-1

Dublin

1934

Dublin

3-8

0-6

Kerry

1941

Kerry

0-4

0-4

Dublin

Replay

Kerry

2-9

0-3

Dublin

1955

Kerry

0-12

1-6

Dublin

1959

Kerry

1-10

2-5

Dublin

1962

Kerry

2-12

0-10 Dublin

1965

Kerry

4-8

2-6

Dublin

1975

Kerry

2-12

0-11

Dublin

1976

Dublin

3-8

0-10 Kerry

1977

Dublin

3-12

1-13

1978

Kerry

5-11

0-9

Dublin

1979

Kerry

3-13

1-8

Dublin

1984

Kerry

0-14

1-6

Dublin

1985

Kerry

2-12

2-8

Dublin

2001

Kerry

1-14

2-11

Dublin

Replay

Kerry

2-12

1-12

Dublin

2004

Kerry

1-15

1-8

Dublin

2007

Kerry

1-15

0-16 Dublin

2009

Kerry

1-24

1-7

Dublin

2011

Dublin

1-12

1-11

Kerry

2013

Dublin

3-18

3-11

Kerry

2015

Dublin

0-12

0-9

Kerry

2016

Dublin

0-22

2-14 Kerry

2019

Dublin

1-16

1-16

Replay

Dublin

1-18

0-15 Kerry

2001; Éamonn Fitzmaurice of Kerry
is tackled by Jason Sherlock of Dublin

Kerry

2019; Tadhg Morley of Kerry in action
against Con O’Callaghan of Dublin

Kerry
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BY ARTHUR SULLIVAN

COVERING THE SPREAD:
GAME’S BEST SHARE
THE SCORING BURDEN
Brendan Rogers of
Derry celebrates
after kicking a point
during the Ulster
GAA Football Senior
Championship Final
against Donegal
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“No matter who you are, if teams
want to win big games and collect
silverware, you cannot function
without the marquee forward.”
The man who wrote that line back
in 2019 - Peter Canavan - knows
a thing or two about ‘marquee
forwards’. Many who remember the
five-time All Star from his mid-1990s
pomp regard him as the embodiment
of the title. He scored 0-11 in his
first All-Ireland final back in 1995,
accounting for all but one of Tyrone’s
tally.
Does the hypothesis he offered a
few summers ago still stand up? There
was a time when it was undoubtedly
true. We don’t have to go too far back
to think of All-Ireland finals which
were defined by the stirring excellence
of individual, focal-point attackers.
Maurice Fitzgerald in 1997, Pádraic
Joyce in 2001 and Colm Cooper in
2004 all spring to mind.
Those kind of landmark individual
displays from inside forwards don’t
happen as much in the biggest
matches anymore. While the last two
All-Ireland final man-of-the-match
awards went to Darren McCurry and
Con O’Callaghan, after that, we have

to go back to Bernard Brogan in 2013
to find another inside forward landing
the award.
Defenders such as John Small, Jack
McCaffrey, Mick Fitzsimons and Paul
Murphy won them in the intervening
years along with middle-third
operators such as Ciarán Kilkenny
and James McCarthy. That provides an
insight into how the value of certain
roles has evolved. In the modern
game, it’s difficult to put any one
position ahead of any other in terms of
overall importance.
As well as that, those roles
themselves have changed
dramatically. No matter how deadly a
forward is, he is unlikely to command
a starting berth at the top level if his
defensive skills aren’t up to scratch.
Likewise, there aren’t many defenders
left in the upper reaches of intercounty level who aren’t capable of
taking scores when the chances
present themselves.
A major part of the reason for
that is the scoring burden teams
now live with. The game at the top
level has never been as high-scoring.
Throughout the 21st century, the
average score teams put up in the All-

Ireland Senior Football Championship has gone
up and up with practically every season.
The last five All-Ireland finals have seen the
winning team hit a tally of at least 20 points - the
first time that has happened in history. It takes
more scores than ever before to win the game’s
biggest prize.
As a result, the expectation that every
member of a team can contribute to the scoring
is higher than ever. The ‘spread of scorers’ is one
of the most important metrics managers now
look at after games.
In Cavan’s recent Tailteann Cup semi-final
win over Sligo, the Ulster side had a remarkable
11 different scorers in the first half alone, with
their eleven points spread out across almost
80% of the starting team.
“The game overall has gone that way,”
Roscommon manager Anthony Cunningham
said earlier this year. “You need to be able
to score, we need to have defenders even
able to score. It has to be fluid. You look
at Tyrone last year, the amount of their
defenders, even their goalie being able
to score.”
The fact that goalkeepers now
routinely score from play is perhaps
the starkest illustration of how far the
‘spread the scorers’ imperative has
gone. Morgan, Armagh’s Ethan Rafferty
and Monaghan’s Rory Beggan have all
taken to regularly getting on the end of
attacking moves for their counties.
The trend of spreading scores across the
team has accelerated markedly over the past
two decades.
Twenty years ago, the four All-Ireland semifinalists – Armagh, Dublin, Kerry and Cork – had
a joint-average of 6.3 scorers per game for the
championship. This year, the four semi-finalists
have had an average of 8.7 scorers per game.
From 2002 to 2007, the average for the four
All-Ireland semi-finalists did not rise above 7
per game. However, from the start of 2010 it
began to steadily climb, hitting an all-time peak
in 2013 when the top quartet had a remarkable
average of 9.5 scorers apiece per game in the
championship.
For the last six seasons, the number has been
hovering between eight and nine – confirming
that it’s now a long-term trend.
Attacking wing-backs are hardly a new
concept but over time, the entire defensive unit
has become part of the top teams’ offensive
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armoury. Counter-attacking and so
called ‘rapid transition’ play – when
teams power forward en masse after
turning over possession from the
opposition – are now vital elements of
most team’s plans.
Like everything, the tactical
pathway to this point has evolved
gradually. Mickey Harte’s three-time
All-Ireland winning Tyrone team
of 2003-2008 mastered counterattacking, with defenders regularly
among their scorers.
In more recent times, James
Horan’s Mayo, Jim Gavin’s Dublin and
Jim McGuinness’ Donegal all became
noted for the spread of scorers in their
teams.
Mayo in particular became known
for regularly having more than 10
scorers per championship game under
Horan. Defenders such as Lee Keegan,

Derry centre-back,
Gareth McKinless,
shoots to score his
side’s fourth goal
against Clare in
the GAA Football
All-Ireland Senior
Championship
Quarter-Final

Keith Higgins and Paddy Durcan have
been as celebrated for their attacking
power as for what they can do in
defence.
Gavin’s Dublin had similar
strengths, with the now departed
Jack McCaffrey perhaps the greatest
example of how a defender could
contribute handsomely to the
scoreboard. He scored 1-3 from play in
the drawn 2019 All-Ireland final, and
regularly cropped up with crucial goals
and points throughout his time in the
Dublin jersey.
Of the four semi-finalists this year,
Dublin and Galway have the widest
average spread of scorers. Both have
had an average of 9.5 scorers per
game in their games so far, although
Galway have played a game more (5).
Kerry’s average this year is 9 scorers
per game, while Derry’s stands at 7.3.
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Yet the Oak Leaf men clearly have
the capacity to get more men on
the board, given that their full-back
Brendan Rogers hit 0-3 from play in
the Ulster final.
But back to Canavan, and his
claim that the top teams still need a
marquee forward if they are to win the
top prizes. Does the need for teams to
have a varied spread of scorers in any
way negate the need to have a focalpoint attacker as well?
Recent years would appear to
suggest not. Every All-Ireland winning
team in recent memory has had
high-scoring inside forwards. There
was James O’Donoghue for Kerry in
2014, Darren McCurry for Tyrone last
year, and the likes of Dean Rock, Con
O’Callaghan, Bernard Brogan and

Con O’Callaghan of
Dublin scores his side’s
fifth goal during the
Leinster GAA Football
Senior Championship
Final against Kildare.

Cormac Costello for Dublin during
their long winning run.
Massive scoring power is
imperative for teams to succeed at
the top level nowadays. The more
options in that regard, the better
because teams are not then as
dependent on individual attackers
as they used to be, should those
players be curtailed through injury
or successful man-marking jobs.
However, for the four teams
still in the hunt for All-Ireland
success this year, the bad news
is that they will probably need to
have both if they want to scale the
Hogan Stand steps in a few weeks’
time. An apex predator or two
up front, and a team of Piranhas
coming in behind them…
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COLOURFUL CUMANN
NA mBUNSCOL DEBUTS
Top scorer, Dean Rock, made his Croke Park
debut in the Dublin jersey at half-time in the
2000 Leinster final. He was only 10 years old but
he made quite an impression scoring 1-2 and
indicating strongly that he would be wearing
the blue jersey long into the future. In contrast,
Cormac Costello and Jack McCaffrey, two
other multiple All-Ireland winning Dubs, wore
the green and gold of Kerry on big Croke Park
occasions. In the All-Ireland semi-final between
Kerry and Cork on August 20th, 2006, Jack
McCaffrey wore the Kingdom colours in Croke
Park.
Cormac Costello, who has Kerry
grandparents, played at half-time in the 2007
All-Ireland final, between Kerry and Cork, in
the Kerry colours. Ciarán Kilkenny, who starred
in several Cumann na mBunscol, Áth Cliath,
hurling and football finals, also wore the green
and gold in Croke Park with Scoil Oilibhéir,
Coolmine. That came about as a result of
the influence of Mícheál Ó Muircheartaigh, a
founder of the school.
ÁTH CLIATH - BUACHAILLÍ

CIARRAÍ – BUACHAILLÍ

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

David Roche, St. Brigid’s N.S., Station Road, Bagenalstown, Carlow
Michael Redmond, Kildavin N.S., Kildavin, Carlow
Seán Henry, St. Patrick’s N.S., Drumcondra, Dublin
Ethan O’Connor, The Heath N.S., The Heath, Portlaoise, Laois
Shea Doyle, Scoil San Nioclás, Stabannon, Castlebellingham, Louth
Cillian Downey, St. Mary’s Parish P.S., Bryanstown. Drogheda, Louth
Tomás Proudfoot, St Ultan’s N.S., Bohermeen, Meath
Jack Pakenham, Gilson N.S., Church St, Oldcastle, Meath
Dara Waldron, St. Cynoc’s N.S., Athlone Road, Ferbane, Offaly
JP Power, St. Mary’s N.S., Ballygarrett, Gorey, Wexford

Aaron Fay, Tunnyduff N.S., Tunnyduff, Baileborough, Cavan
Eoin Holland, Clondrohid N.S., Garranenagappul, Macroom, Cork
Tomás Gillespie, Rylane N.S., Mountrivers, Rylane, Cork
Daragh Ó Sé, SN Cillín Liath, Mastergeehy, Cahirciveen, Kerry
Alex Mac Conchradha, Gaelscoil Thiobraid Arann, Tiobraid Árann
Cathal Ivors, Slieveardagh, The Commons, Thurles, Tipperary
Ryan McCarthy, Ballygunner N.S., Bishopscourt, Waterford
Liam Weblin, Dalystown N.S., Dalystown, Mullingar, Westmeath
Joseph Bartlett, Scoil Aodha Naofa, Rahugh, Kilbeggan, Westmeath
Danny Goan, St Paul’s P.S., Lisnarick Road, Irvinestown, Fermanagh

ÁTH CLIATH - CAILÍNÍ

CIARRAÍ – CAILÍNÍ

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Úna Ó Bréartúin, Gaelscoil Chnoc Liamhna, Áth Cliath
Tori Dempsey, Rolestown N.S., Rolestown, Swords, Dublin
Jules Barry, Two Mile House N.S., Two Mile House, Naas, Kildare
Hollie Cullen, Ballymore Eustace N.S., Ballymore, Naas, Kildare
Clodagh Scally, Saint Colman’s N.S., Cappagh, Tullamore, Offaly
Jessica Horan, Ballyfin N.S., Ballyfin, Portlaoise, Laois
Emma McNerney, St Patrick’s N.S., Muckerstaff, Coolarty, Longford
Emily Broe, Lacken N.S., Lacken, Blessington, Wicklow
Rosie Colleran, St Laurence O’Tooles N.S., Roundwood, Wicklow
Heidi Murray, St.Manchans N.S., Tubber, Moate, Offaly

Michaela O’Sullivan, Trafrask N.S., Adrigole, Beara, Cork
Megan O Reilly, Lissivigeen N.S., Lissivigeen, Killarney, Kerry
Kara O’Shea, Gaelscoil Uí Choimín, Cill Rois, Clare
Orla McGee, Labasheeda N.S., Labasheeda, Clare
Katherine Ní Lidí, Gaelscoil Chaladh an Treoigh, Luimneach
Áine Ní Áinle, Scoil Raifteirí, Castlebar, Mayo
Zoe White, Boher N.S., Muchgrange, Louth
Gia McCabe, St Anne’s N.S., Tanderagee, Bailieborough, Cavan
Lillie Rice, St Mary’s P.S., Mullaghbawn, Newry, Armagh
Cliodhna Shaughnessy, Holy Family N.S., Tubbercurry, Sligo

NA RÉITEOIRÍ - Eoin Toolan, St. John’s N.S., Ballisodare, Sligo
Lucie Cawley, St. John’s N.S., Ballisodare, Sligo
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JFC ROLL OF HONOUR
Kerry (20)

1913, 1915, 1924, 1928, 1930, 1941, 1949, 1954, 		
1963, 1967, 1983, 1991, 1994, 2006, 2012, 2015, 2016,
2017, 2018, 2019.

Cork (17)

1951, 1953, 1955, 1964, 1972, 1984, 1987, 1989, 1990,
1993, 1996, 2001, 2005, 2007, 2009, 2011, 2013.

London (6)

1938, 1966, 1969, 1970, 1971, 1986.

Dublin (6)

1914, 1916, 1939, 1948, 1960, 2008.

Mayo (5)

1933, 1950, 1975, 1995, 1997.

Meath (5)

1947, 1952, 1962, 1988, 2003.

Louth (4)

1925, 1932, 1934, 1961.

Galway (4)

1931, 1958, 1965, 1985.

Tipperary (3)

1912, 1923, 1998.

Roscommon (2)

1940, 2000.

Wicklow (2)

1936, 2002.

Waterford (2)

1999, 2004.

Sligo (2)

1935, 2010.

Cavan (2)

1927, 2014.

Armagh (1)

1926.

Westmeath (1)

1929.

Longford (1)

1937.

Down (1)

1946.

Monaghan (1)

1956.

Fermanagh (1)

1959.

Tyrone (1)

1968.

Laois (1)

1973.

Wexford (1)

1992.

*Not played 1917-1922, 1974-1982, 2020-2021.

Extra panel members not included on the teamsheet:
KILKENNY - Liam Dunphy, Thomas Roche, David Griffin, David O’Carroll, Ciarán Cooney,
Jack Kavanagh, Vincent O’Grady, Kieran Whelan, Danny Monks, Ciarán Farnan.
LONDON - Harry Flanaghan, Darragh Griffin, Daniel Gallagher Henry, Darren Lynch.
NEW YORK - Rory Redigan.
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BY CHRISTY O’CONNOR

GETTING THE OPPORTUNITY
THEY DESERVE
Below:
The London team form
a huddle before the
start of the 2013 GAA
Football All-Ireland
Senior Championship,
Round 4 against Cavan.
Opposite page - top:
New York players
before the Tailteann
Cup Quarter-Final
against Offaly.
Opposite page bottom:
John Daly of London in
action against Conor
McDonald of Kilkenny in
the 2016 British Junior
Football Championship.
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In 2008, David Herity was the Kilkenny
football captain. They beat London
in a curtain-raiser to the KilkennyTipperary league semi-final, the
biggest crowd to ever watch the
Kilkenny footballers. The footballers
won. The hurlers lost. That reality
existed in a parallel universe in
Kilkenny but that was the world Herity
inhabited at that time.
Six weeks later, in late May, the
footballers played Wicklow in the
junior championship in Nowlan Park.
The hurlers were training afterwards.
As Herity made his way to the toilet, he
passed Brian Cody, Martin Fogarty and
Mick Dempsey. They called him back
and asked if he would come in training
with the senior hurlers.
Herity went on to win five AllIreland senior hurling medals, two
as a starter. When he retired at the
end of 2014, he returned to the

Kilkenny footballers. That season
in 2015, he won a British Junior
championship after Kilkenny defeated
Gloucestershire, Lancashire and
Scotland. It was a different world from
big hurling days in Croke Park but Paul
Murphy has followed the same path
this year.
Having retired from the Kilkenny
hurlers in 2021 with an impressive
haul of four All-Ireland senior medals
and four All-Stars, Murphy said a
call from football manager Christy
Walsh persuaded him to sign up with
the footballers for the season. And
the main motivation was to get back
to Croke Park, this time with the
footballers.
“All going well, if we win the semifinal (played on Friday night), we’ll be
playing in the final in Croke Park on the
Sunday,” Murphy said on Newstalk’s
Off The Ball recently. “That’s what lads

are looking to play for, and it’s great.
“To go by the phrase, ‘The best time to plant
a tree was 20 years ago, and the second-best
time is now.’ You need to get the show back on
the road, you need lads to put the shoulder to
the wheel and get things going. I’m happy to do
that and do a service for the footballers. And if
we get a day out in Croke Park, brilliant. Very few
men can say they wore a Kilkenny football jersey
in Croke Park.”
It was the same for all four teams involved
in Friday’s semi-finals – Kilkenny, Warwickshire,
London and New York. The prize for the winners
was all the greater again with today’s final being
played as the curtain-raiser to Dublin-Kerry.
London had been in Croker before in a
Round 4 qualifier against Cavan in 2013 after
contesting the Connacht final. Yet the profile of
the London team has radically changed in the
intervening decade. Back in 2013, there were
only three native Londoners in the squad and
only one on the team – Philip Butler.
When London met Mayo in the championship
three years later, the team contained four
London-born players, along with four more on
the bench. Now? The squad is dominated by
London players.
The underage coaching drive and the
success of underage teams in the Féile Peil
na nÓg competitions has helped to drive the
transformation. In this year’s league, London
had their greatest campaign in memory, beating
Carlow, Waterford and Leitrim in the opening
three games. They were well beaten by Sligo but
London lost to Cavan by just one point before

going down to Tipperary by five points.
The junior team is made up of players who
are born and bred Londoners. Michael Maher, the
London senior manager, said recently that when
their campaign comes to an end, he estimates
he will take around half a dozen players into his
senior squad.
There has been very little between
Warwickshire and London in the junior
championship in their last few meetings. The
sides drew in last year’s All-Britain final before
Warwickshire won the replay. In Round 1 of this
year’s All-Britain championship, London won by
six points.
Most of the Warwickshire players are homegrown. The New York senior team will always be
reliant on Irish born players but the coaching
culture in the US has also seen the numbers of
home-grown players go through the roof – there
were ten ‘natives’ on this year’s squad which
played Sligo in the Connacht championship, and
Offaly in the Tailteann Cup. This year’s junior
side is also packed with players of a similar
background.
Two years of the pandemic restricted the
participation of New York and London in the
championships but this junior championship has
also provided Kilkenny with an opportunity to
return to competitive action. Yet this All-Ireland
Junior Championship has given players from all
four teams the chance to showcase their class
and skills.
And two of those groups will do so in Croke
Park today.
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G A A

F o o t b a l l

A l l - I r e l a n d

J u n i o r

C h a m p i o n s h i p

F i n a l

Cillian Ó Donnchaidh

1

KILLIAN DUNPHY
Mullinavat

Séan Ó Ceallaigh

2

Pól Ó Murchu

3

SHANE KELLY

5

TOM KENNY

Danesfort

Dicksboro

Caoimhín de Bluinsín

Ciarán Bhailis

Gearóid Ó Maoileoin

6

CIARÁN WALLACE

Graiguenamanagh

8

7

GER MALONE

Erin’s Own

Mullinavat

Séamus Mac Codlatain

Tomás Aighleart

9

JIM CULLETON
Mullinavat

MICK KENNY

TOM AYLWARD
Mullinavat

Micheál Ó Cionaoith

13

4

PAUL MURPHY

Mullinavat

KEVIN BLANCHFIELD

10

Tomás Ó Cionaoith

Micheál Ó Maoileoin (C.)

11

MICK MALONE

Conchúr Ó hAonghusa

12

CONOR HENNESSY

Lisdowney

Mullinavat

Tullogher Rosbercon

Adam Móinbhiol

Séamus Ó hUallachain

Ruairí Ó Manachain

ADAM MANSFIELD
Mullinavat

14

JAMIE HOLOHAN
Erin’s Own

15

RORY MONKS
Thomastown

CILL CHAINNIGH
ROGHNÓIRÍ - Christy Walsh (Bainisteoir), JJ Grace, Ian Duggan, Paddy McConigley

FIR IONAID
16. SS Ó Suilleabháin

JJ O’SULLIVAN
St Patrick’s
17. Seán Breathnach

JOHN WALSH
Mullinavat
18. Seán Mac an Ghaill

19. Seosamh Ó Fionnalaigh

JOE FENNELLY
Mullinavat
20. Séamus Mac Diarmada

JAMES DERMODY
Fenians
21. Conchúr Ó Duga

23. Pilib de Roiste

PHILIP ROCHE
Railyard
24. Ethan Ó Faoláin

ETHAN PHELAN
Glenmore
25. Eamonn Ó Maoileain

CONOR DUGGAN
Mullinavat
22. Seán Ó Murchú

EDWARD MOYLAN
Dicksboro
26. Micheál Mac Seoin

SHANE STAPELTON

SHANE MURPHY

MIKEY JONES

Dicksboro

Glenmore

Mullinavat
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Ciarán Mac Cuinneagain

1

KIERAN CUNNINGHAM
Tír Chonaill Gaels

Eoghan Ó Raghallaigh

2

EOGHAN REILLY

5

Pádraig Ó Conchúir (C.)

3

PATRICK O’CONNOR

RYAN McCREADY

Tír Chonaill Gaels

Tír Chonaill Gaels

Rhys Ó Leannáin

Rian Ó Conaill

Maitiú Ó Tarnaigh

6

St Kiernan’s

RYAN O’CONNELL

7

MATTHEW TIERNEY

St Claret’s

St Kiernan’s

Seán Ó hAllmhurain

8

SEÁN O’HALLORAN

Rian Fuartain

9

Harlesden Harps
Caolan Ó Dughaill

COALAN DOYLE

13

4

Parnells

RHYS LENNON

10

Rian Mac Riada

RYAN FORDE
Parnells

Seabhac Ó Reachtair

11

SHAY RAFTER

Tighe de Barra

12

TIGHE BARRY

St Kiernan’s

Tara

St Claret’s

Alfie Mac Anultaigh

Conchúir Spinks

Tomás Ó hUisce

ALFIE McNULTY
St Claret’s

14

CONOR SPINKS
Parnells

15

THOMAS WATERS
St Kiernan’s

LONDAIN
ROGHNÓIRÍ - Stephen Lynch (Bainisteoir), John McNamara, Fergal Cunningham

16. Oscar an Bhaird

OSCAR WARD
St Brendan’s
17. Tomás Sears

TOM SEARS
North London Shamrocks
18. Maitiú Seoigh

MATTHEW JOYCE
St Kiernan’s
19. Daithí Ó Cinneide

20. Ciarán Ó Cleirigh

CIARÁN CLARKE

FIR IONAID

Tír Chonaill Gaels
21. Rian Ó Ceannaigh

RYAN KEARNEY

24. Aisling Ó hAllmhurain

ASHLEY O’HALLORAN
Harlesden Harps

Tír Chonaill Gaels
22. Iosh Obahor

25. Feilim Conraoi

JOSH OBAHOR
Parnells
23. Ciarán Ó hAirt

FELIM CONROY
North London Shamrocks
26. Caomhín Ó Croinin

DAVID KENNEDY

KIERAN HARTE

CAOIMHÍN CRONIN

Tír Chonaill Gaels

Tara

Tír Chonaill Gaels
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Brendán Cól

1

BRENDAN COLE
St Barnaba’s

Paidí Mathers

2

Conchúr Ó hOgáin

3

PAIDÍ MATHERS

5

PETER CRONIN

St Barnaba’s

St Barnaba’s

Diolún Mac Corrain

Séamus Baoil (C.)

Séamus Mac Braoin

6

7

JAMIE BOYLE

St Barnaba’s

JAMES BREEN

St Barnaba’s

Rangers

Tiernan Mathers

8

Conchúr Ó Raifeartaigh

TIERNAN MATHERS

9

St Barnaba’s

KEVIN LOANE

CONOR RAFFERTY
St Barnaba’s

Caoimhín Ó Luain

13

4

CONOR HOGAN

St Barnaba’s

DYLAN CURRAN

10

Peader Ó Cronáin

Micheál Ó Brosnachain

11

MIKE BROSNAN

Eiméid Ó Luachrain

12

EMMET LOUGHRAN

Rangers

St Barnaba’s

Rangers

Séamus Mac Uileagoid

Brian Ó Cochlain

Donal Ó Corradain

SHAY McELLIGOT
Rangers

14

BRIAN COUGHLAN
Rockland

15

DANNY CORRIDAN
Shannon Gaels

NUA EABHRAC
ROGHNÓIRÍ - Johnny McGeeney (Bainisteoir), Johnny Glynn

FIR IONAID
16. Riain Ó Corradain

RYAN CORRIDAN
Shannon Gaels
17. Seán Ó Cuineain

SHANE QUEENAN
Rangers
18. Conchúr Mathers

19. Riain Ó Neail

23. Caolin Breathnach

RYAN O’NEILL
Rangers
20. Diolún Ó Ruanaidh

DYLAN ROONEY
Rockland
21. PS Ó Cionga

KAELIN WALSH
St Raymond’s
24. Riain Mac Toirdhealbhaigh

RYAN KERLEY
St Barnaba’s
25. Caolan Mathers

PJ KING

CAOLAN MATHERS

Rangers
22. Micheál Baoil

St Barnaba’s
26. Seán Ó Dubhchonna

CONOR MATHERS

MIKE BOYLE

SHANE DOHENY

St Barnaba’s

St Barnaba’s

Rangers
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Séamus Ó Conghaile

1

JAMES CONNOLLY
Four Masters

Angelo Cataldo

2

Deaglan Ó Briain

3

ANGELO CATALDO

5

LUKE RABONE

Seán McDermotts

St Brendan’s

Séamus Ó Gáibhín

Mícheál Ó Mainnín (C.)

Seán Dúill

6

Roger Casement’s

8

7

MICHAEL MANNION

SEÁN DOYLE

Seán McDermott’s
Briain Ó Rós

9

BRIAN RUSHE

Néill Mac Ghiolla Bhride

NIALL GILBRIDE

St Brendan’s
Seán Dearáin

Naomh Pádraig

13

4

DEAGLAN O’BRIEN

St Brendan’s

JAMES GAVIN

10

Lucas Rabone

SEÁN DIRRANE
St Barnabus

Micheál Mac Ghiolla Iur

11

MIKEY McALEER

Seán Ó Baoill

12

SEÁNIE BOYLE

Seán McDermott’s

St Brendan’s

Roger Casements

Seán Eochaidh

Conall Duiling

Seosamh Powney

JACK KEOGH
Roger Casement’s

14

CONAL DOWLING
Seán McDermott’s

15

JOEL POWNEY
Seán McDermott’s

WARWICKSHIRE
ROGHNÓIRÍ - Charlie O’Donnell (Bainisteoir), Steve Clarke, Gerry Bradley, Peter Kelly

16. Daniél Rushe

DAN RUSHE
Érin Go Bragh
17. Callum Mag Uidhir

CALLUM MAGUIRE
John Mitchel’s
18. Deaglan Mac an Mhile

DECLAN STAUNTON
Seán McDermott’s
19. Oisín Ó Cofaigh

20. Seán Ó Eigeartaigh

SHANE HEGARTY

FIR IONAID

John Mitchel’s
21. Micheál Mag Shitric

MICHAEL McGETTRICK
St Brendan’s
22. Seasamh Ó hEoghain

JOE OWENS

24. Micheál Ó hArragain

MICHAEL HARRIGAN
Érin Go Bragh
25. Aléin Brúc

ALAN BROOKES

Seán McDermotts
23. Ruairí Gabhann

St Mary’s
26. Eoghan Ó Súilleabháin

OISÍN COFFEY

RORY SMITH

EOGHAN O’SULLIVAN

St Brendan’s

Roger Casement’s

St Barnabu’s
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Cuardach Focal
Aimsigh na téarmaí imeartha seo a leanas:
liathróid ard (high ball) / preab (hop) / cos go lámh (solo) / húcáil (hook)
blocáil (block) / ardú chugat (roll lift) / ardú uait (jab lift)
pas láimhe (hand pass) / pas boise (palm pass) / breith íseal (low catch)
breith os do chionn (overhead catch) / teann (press) / tarraing ar (pull)
pas ar ais (return pass) / scúpáil (scoop) / céim leataoibh (sidestep)
gualainn (shoulder) / coiscéim (step)
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TRASNA
1. Club Daniel Flynn, Droichead, 6,6
4. Imríonn sé peil le hUíbh Fhailí, _____ Moloney, 6
6. Curaidh Peile Laghean 2004, 2,6
8. Réiteoir ón Mí, 5, 5
11. Curaidh Chorn Nicky Rackard 2022, 3, 7
13. Focal eile ar pheil, 4
14. Club iomána i mBaile Átha Cliath ___ a’ Bealach, 3
15. Bainsiteoir Iomána Luimnigh, 5
SÍOS
1. Imríonn sé peil le hArd Mhacha, 5
2. Podchraoladh Oifigiúil CLG i gomhar leis an, 5, 4
3. Comórtas de chuid Scór, 9
5. Ambasadóir Gaeilge CLG, 4, 6
7. Contae Dessie Hutchinson, 4, 6
9. Contae Dónal Burke, 3, 5
10. Curaidh Peile Sinsir an Chláir 2021, 4, 2
12. Iar-Ardstiúthóir CLG, Páraic _____, 5
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CROKE PARK SAFETY AND
GENERAL INFORMATION
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